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Codes & Standards Committee Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, June 8, 2010, 8:30 am – 5:00 pm
Wednesday, June 9, 2010, 8:30 am – 11:00 am

Luxor Hotel – Las Vegas, NV
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Raymond K. Friend, VP District 8, Chair
Howard Hughes, Fort Smith, AZ
Marty Adams, Pueblo, CO

Larry Cogburn, Jacksonville, FL
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Tom Hedges, Ramona, CA

Stan Khan, Aptos, CA
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Steve Poholski, Muskegon, MI

Bruce Shelly, Philadelphia, PA

Mike Smith, St. Louis, MO

Monte Szendre, Canby, OR

Ronnie Toomer, Baton Rouge, LA

Tom Smith, Oklahoma City, OK

Wes Wheeler, Keystone Heights, FL 

Scott Cline, Monterey Park, CA
John Luke, Marion, IA
Don Jhonson, South West Ranches, FL

Charlie Trout, Hernando, FL

Rich Sobel, Long Island City, NY

Wayne Brinkmeyer, Houston, TX

Bobby Gray

Michael J. Johnston, Bethesda, MD, Secretary
	Members Absent

Phil Huff, Mableton, GA

Harry Sassaman, Edison, NJ

Marc J. Bernsen, Idaho Chapter NECA

Others Present
Aidan McCallion, NECA Staff
Jerry Rivera, NECA Staff 

Dan Walter, NECA Vice President/COO

Mark Earley, NFPA

Jeff Sargent, NFPA

Palmer Hickman, NJATC
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Day 1 Tuesday, June 8, 2010
Introduction and Self-Introductions

Michael Johnston introduced NECA 8th District Vice President, Raymond Friend to the committee. Chair Friend called the meeting to order at 8:30 am and proceeded with introductions and self introductions of committee members and guests. 
Chairman’s Opening Remarks

Chair Friend welcomed the committee members and gave a brief report of the Executive Committee meeting actions at their recent meeting. Chair Friend thanked the committee members for their support and the work they perform in the development of safety codes and standards. He also emphasized how important the voice of electrical contractors is in this process.
National Office Activities
Dan Walter, NECA Vice President and COO, provided the committee with a report on NECA activities in Marketing, Government Affairs, Electri-International Foundation and Management Education Institute.  Walter provided an update on the NECA Convention planning for Boston, MA in October of 2010. Dan discussed the Newsletters from NECA and their value to the industry and the committees. Dan indicated that the budget was on course for 2010. Larry Cogburn was recognized for his work as the PLC Chair and his White Paper to the Academy. Howard Hughes was selected for the Coggeshall award which recognizes a member of the National Electrical Contractors Association who, in the judgment of NECA’s Executive Committee, has made an outstanding contribution to the progress of the electrical contracting industry in the technical and training area.
Secretary’s Remarks

Michael Johnston, NECA Executive Director of Standards and Safety provided the committee with an update of current activity of NECA’s Standards and Safety group. Johnston mentioned NEIS activity and progress, safety publications development, and NECA’s efforts in the development of the 2011 NEC. The committee discussed developing NECA guidelines for committee members so that new members have a clear understanding of the responsibilities and work involved by each member. Johnston indicated that this action item was in the process of development and should be ready before the 2014 NEC cycle begins. Johnston provided a short overview of the 2011 NFPA Annual Meeting Technical Session and what was expected regarding motions from the floor. Charlie Trout and Mike Johnston attended the NFPA Electrical Section meeting where all outgoing NEC Panel chairs were recognized for the service to the NEC. Don Jhonson (Chair CMP-17) and Wayne Brinkmeyer (Chair CMP-11) were recognized at that meeting. Secretary Johnston also thanked the group for their unselfish support of the NEC process and the work done for other codes and standards where NECA is represented. Johnston reminded the group about submitting any additional information related to their committee work to the national office for support and guidance as needed. 

Approval of 2009 Committee Meeting Minutes

The 2009 NECA Codes and Standards Committee meeting minutes were distributed to the committee members for review, discussion, and approval. Chair Friend asked for a motion and second to approve the previous meeting minutes. The minutes for the meeting of February 19 and 20, 2009 were approved by committee unanimously.
Committee Membership Review of Committee Responsibilities 
Michael Johnston provided a review of committee member responsibilities. Johnston reviewed the process of submitting NECA recommendations to NFPA Standards Council for approval and appointment to any NFPA technical committee. 
Member(s) Leaving: Howard Hughes (CMP-19)

Note: Monte Szendre indicated he would be leaving after the current NESC development process is concluded and after the 2011 NECA Codes and Standards Committee meeting. Monte has submitted a suggested replacement to succeed him on the NESC subcommittee. 

New Member(s): Bobby Gray (CMP-17)
Mike Johnston provided a discussion about committee membership and attrition. In the 2014 NEC cycle, many NECA committee representatives will remain in their current committee, while there may be others reassigned to other NEC committees as needed. The objectives at this point in time are to provide a principal and alternate to each NEC technical committee. The following table indicates NECA’s committee representation to the various 2011 NEC and other standards technical committees:
	CMP/COMMITTEE
	REPRESENTATIVE
	POSITION

	1
	Harry Sassaman
	Principal

	2
	Thomas Wood
	Principal

	3
	Stanley Kahn
	Principal

	4
	Ronald Toomer

Larry Cogburn
	Chair

Alternate

	5
	Michael J. Johnston

Nathan Philips
	Chair

Alternate

	6
	Scott Cline

Phil Huff
	Chair

Alternate

	7
	Michael Smith

Wesley Wheeler
	Chair

Alternate

	8
	Stephen Poholski
	Principal

	9
	Monte Szendre
	Principal

	10
	Richard Sobel
	Principal

	11
	Wayne Brinkmeyer

Stanley Folz
	Chair

Alternate

	12
	Thomas Hedges
	Principal

	13
	Martin Adams
	Principal

	14
	Marc Bernsen
	Principal

	15
	Bruce Shelly
	Principal

	16
	Douglas Pirkle
	Principal

	17
	Don Jhonson

Bobby Gray
	Chair

Alternate

	18
	Charlie Trout
	Principal

	19
	Howard Hughes
	Principal

	AIC-(NFPA 90A)
	Stanley D. Kahn
	Principal

	EEW-(NFPA 70E)
	John Luke
	Principal

	EEW-AAA
	Jerry Rivera
	Alternate

	NEC-TCC
	Stanley Folz
	Principal

	NEC-TCC
	Larry Cogburn
	Alternate

	PMM-(NFPA 72, 730, 731)
	Tom Smith
	Principal

	ANSI C2 Subcommittee 7

Underground Lines
	Monte Szendre
	Principal

	ANSI C2 Subcommittee 8

Work Rules
	Steve Poholski
	Principal

	
	
	


Update on 2009 Established Goals

A goal set for the committee was to assist the national office in developing Code-based and other related Webinars. Committee members provided key input to the development of these training programs (through their reports to the national office). Michael Johnston also updated the committee about new NEC-based and Safety-based, and NEC-based webinars developed and presented by NECA through the National office. Several webinars are already planned for and presented in 2010.  
NEC Panel (CMP) Reports

A report was provided from each NECA NEC CMP representative (CMP-1 through CMP-15) as to changes proposed and significant events during the 2011 ROP and ROC meetings. Johnston provided the reports for Harry Sassaman (CMP-1) and Marc Bernsen (CMP-14). The committee reports from each representative highlighted the quantity of proposals and comments, significant changes that were accepted or accepted in principle by their respective NEC committees. Ron Toomer and Larry Cogburn mentioned the changes in renewable energy articles that required qualified persons for this installations and equipment. Scott Cline discussed the major reorganization in Article 310. Steve Poholski reported on the work to restructure and reorganize all of the cable tray rules in Article 392. Bruce Shelly mentioned the activity related to selective coordination requirements in (CMP-15) health care facilities. NECA has developed an ANSI-approved Standard on selective coordination (NECA-412 Standard for Installing Overcurrent Protection to Achieve Selective Coordination).
2011 NEC Proposals and Comments

The NECA Codes and Standards was reminded that the committee can provide guidance to technical committee members for positions to take on critical issues that arise in the Code development process. The main objective is to establish consistency and act in the best interest of the electrical contractor (installers and maintainers) when voting on the proposals and comments. Johnston also spoke about the importance of communication and relationships with multiple organizations in the code-making process. The committee expressed interest in a more collective effort to develop proposals and comments from NECA national.
Lunch Break 12:00 – 1:00 pm

Guest Speakers from NFPA
Mark Earley, Senior Electrical Engineer and Jeff Sargent, Senior Electrical Specialist participated in the meeting gave a presentation about current NFPA activities. Before his update to the committee, Mark extended a sincere thank you to NECA for their continued contribution to the NEC development process and recognized NECA’s leadership in the 6 active chair positions. Mark provided the committee with valuable insight about the NEC process, regulations governing committee projects, and issues of NEC adoption by jurisdictions. Mark indicated that the NEC development process would be changing in the next few cycles to in an attempt to streamline the extensive workloads of the committees. Committee members provided input to clarify specific issues to new committee members. The NFPA Codes and Standards development is an ANSI accredited consensus process that follows a 5-year cycle. 
Guest Speakers from NJATC (2011 NEC Significant Changes Textbook)
Palmer Hickman and Jim Dollard provided a presentation on the development of the 2011 NEC Significant Changes textbook. The committee got a preview of the draft pages of the book layout including some of the art and photos that will be used. NJATC expressed sincere appreciate for the contribution of NECA to the project. Michael Johnston and Jim Dollard co-authored the textbook for the 2011 NEC cycle. The NJATC project was in partnership with NECA.

NFPA 70E Committee on Electrical safety in Employee Workplaces
John Luke serves as NECA’s Principal on the NFPA 70E committee and Jerry Rivera was recently appointed to NFPA 70E as the alternate representative to Luke. Luke AND Rivera provided a high-level review of significant changes to NFPA 70E-2009. Specific emphasis was placed on requirements for training and equipment labeling requirements. John and Jerry also reported briefly on proposal activity in the development process of the 2012 NFPA 70E Standard for Electrical Safety in the Workplace. NECA submitted various proposals that were directly related to contractor responsibilities as set forth in that standard.
NECA Electrical Contractors Safety Program Manual

Jerry Rivera provided a brief overview on NECA’s Electrical Contractors Safety Program Manual. Jerry, highlighted how the program takes contractors from basic compliance to world class by embracing industry best practices, as pertinent to electrical contractors. The safety program manual comes with a free 90-day subscription to NECA’s eSafetyline and is fully customizable online. Some additional features include online recordkeeping and a training management system.

NFPA 72 National Fire Alarm Code Update
Tom Smith provided a presentation that explained how the revisions of NFPA 72 impact electrical contractors. Tom specifically reviewed a new chapter 12 (emergency communications systems) and new chapter 13 (Path Interconnectivity) Path way meaning circuits. Tom offered this presentation to committee members for their information.

[Committee Meeting (Day 1) concluded at approximately 4:45 pm]

Day 2 Wednesday, June 9, 2010
NEC Technical Committee Reports (Continued)

Committee reports continued with discussions the balance of the NEC technical committee representatives with reports from NEC CMP-16 through 19. Each committee representative provided details about significant activity that occurred on their respective Code-making panel. The TCC report was provided by Stan Folz and Larry Cogburn.  

Howard Hughes Committee Service Award

President Friend and the NECA Codes and Standards Committee present Howard Hughes with a committee and service recognition award. Hughes first became involved with this effort as a member of NECA’s National Codes and Standards Committee in 1988. Through his committee membership, he worked directly with the National Fire Protection Association, the sponsor of the National Electrical Code, as a member of NEC Code-Making Panels 4, 18, and 19 at various (and sometimes overlapping) periods throughout his service on the NECA committee. Hughes influenced the codification of practical, common-sense rules with regard to a very wide variety of topics and concerns. Among them: electric services, outside feeders and branch circuits. photovoltaic systems, and fuel cells (CMP-4); general lighting, electric signs and outline lighting, appliances, and receptacles and devices (CMP-18); and agricultural facilities, mobile homes, and manufactured homes (CMP-19). He was active through eight NEC cycles (over 20 years). Hughes retires from NECA’s Codes and Standards Committee after the 2011 National Electrical Code was adopted by NFPA in August of this year.
NECA Presentation on 2011 NEC Changes

Michael Johnston had to leave the Codes and Standards Committee meeting at 10:45 am to present a training program on the 2011 NEC Significant Changes at the NFPA Annual Conference and Exposition. Johnston represented NECA in this program which paralleled his article written for NFPA Journal on renewable energy and related NEC changes. 

National Electrical Safety Code (NESC)
Monte Szendre and Steve Poholski are NECA’s representatives on the NESC. Steve Poholski provided a brief activity update combined the report on in the NESC developments. 

Update on National Electrical Installation Standards (NEIS)

Aidan McCallion, Administrative Assistant NECA Standards and Safety, provided an update on activity in the NEIS project. Aidan informed the committee of revised standards, new standards in development, and standards projects planned for 2011. Bruce Shelly mentioned enhancing marketing techniques used in 2008 for the NECA National Electrical Installation Standards (NEIS). Various committee members discussed how the NEIS provide value to the industry and had specific comments about the use at their local levels.
Administrative Discussion (Expense Reports)
Aidan McCallion reminded the committee about the NECA travel expense policy. Each committee member should notify the national office of meetings they need travel authorization they need for task group meetings or other meetings related to their committee work. Travel authorizations will be issued through Mike Johnston and committee members should use Executive Travel Associates (ETA) once they receive travel authorization.
2011 Codes and Standards Committee Meeting Planning
The 2011 NECA Codes and Standards Committee meeting is scheduled to be held in Naples, FL with LaJolla, CA as possibility for 2012 meeting. NECA staff will work with NECA conventions and expositions on coordination and arrangements of the 2011 and 2012 Codes and Standards Committee meetings.

Old Business/New Business

An action item that carries into the 2014 NEC development cycle is the acceptance of Ordinary proposal No. 4 at the 2009 NECA Board of Governors meeting. Adopting this proposal, results in crafting a NECA (or multiple organization) proposal to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) suggesting that the NEC 3-year development cycle be change to a 5-year cycle. NJATC AND IBEW have expressed interest in coordination of a group proposal. Since the 2014 NEC development cycle is already scheduled, this proposal would be submitted in 2011 and directed to implementation in the 2017 NEC development cycle. 

Closing Remarks 
Chair Friend and Dan Walter thanked the committee for the continued efforts in the codes and standards work on behalf of NECA. They reminded the committee about the NECA convention in Boston, MA and our next committee breakfast meeting. The meeting was adjourned on Wednesday, June 8th at approximately 11:30 am PST.
Submitted by:
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Michael J. Johnston, 
Executive Director, Standards & Safety
Secretary Codes and Standards Committee
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