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Day 1 Thursday, February 20, 2009

Introduction and Self-Introductions

NECA 5th District Vice President, John Gueldner, chaired the 2009 NECA Codes and Standards Committee meeting. Chair Gueldner called the meeting to order at 8:00 am and proceeded with introductions and self introductions of committee members and guests. The committee was introduced to NECA’s new staff Aidan McCallion, Administrative Professional, Nicholas Daly, Manager of Standards, and Jerry Rivera, Director of Safety. Aidan, Nick, AND Jerry provided the committee with a short overview of their responsibilities to NECA’s Standards and Safety.  
Chairman’s Opening Remarks

Chair Gueldner welcomed the committee members and gave a report of the Executive Committee meeting actions and discussions related to the upcoming 2009 AEI meeting and retirement funding in the NEBF. Chair Gueldner thanked the committee members for their support and the work they perform in the development of safety codes and standards. Gueldner emphasized how important the voice of electrical contractors is in this process.
National Office Activities
Dan Walter, NECA Vice President and COO, provided the committee with a report on NECA activities in Marketing, Government Affairs, Electri-International Foundation and Management Education Institute.  Walter provided an update on the NECA Convention planning for Seattle, WA in September of 2009. Dan discussed the Newsletters from NECA and their value to the industry and the committees.
Secretary’s Remarks
Michael Johnston, NECA Executive Director of Standards and Safety provided the committee with an update of current activity of NECA’s Standards and Safety group. Johnston mentioned NEIS activity and progress, safety publications development, and NECA’s efforts to establish a network of Safety professionals. 
Approval of Minutes

The 2008 NECA Codes and Standards Committee meeting minutes were distributed to the committee members for review, discussion, and approval. Minutes for the meeting of February 21 and 22, 2008 were approved by committee unanimously.
Committee Membership Review of Committee Responsibilities 
Michael Johnston provided a review of committee member responsibilities. There were some members that resigned their positions and new members were recommended as replacements. Johnston reviewed the process of submitting NECA recommendations to NFPA Standards Council for approval and appointment to any NFPA technical committee. 
Members Leaving: Michael Toman (CMP-2 and TCC), Troy Beall (CMP-14), Pete Sanders (CMP-17)  

New Members: Wesley Wheeler (CMP-7), Mark J. Bernsen (CMP-14)
Johnston provided a discussion about committee membership and attrition. There was a fairly lively discussion about NECA assigning alternates to NECA principals on the NEC committees in light of recent challenges to maintain NECA representation in the 2011 NEC development process. Many NECA committee representatives remained in their current committee, while others were reassigned to other NEC committees. The following tale indicates NECA’s committee representation to the various NEC and other standards technical committees:
	CMP/COMMITTEE
	REPRESENTATIVE
	POSITION

	1
	Harry Sassaman 
	Principal

	2
	Thomas Wood
	Principal

	3
	Stanley Kahn
	Principal

	4
	Ronald Toomer

Larry Cogburn 
	Chair

Alternate

	5
	Michael J. Johnston 

Nathan Philips 
	Chair

Alternate

	6
	Scott Cline

Phil Huff 
	Chair

Alternate

	7
	Michael Smith

Wesley Wheeler
	Chair

Alternate

	8
	Stephen Poholski
	Principal

	9
	Monte Szendre
	Principal

	10
	Richard Sobel
	Principal

	11
	Wayne Brinkmeyer 

Stanley Folz
	Chair

Alternate

	12
	Thomas Hedges 
	Principal

	13
	Martin Adams
	Principal

	14
	Marc Bernsen (recommended) 
	Principal

	15
	Bruce Shelly 
	Principal

	16
	Douglas Pirkle 
	Principal

	17
	Don Jhonson

Bobby Gray (recommended)
	Chair

Alternate 

	18
	Charlie Trout
	Principal

	19
	Howard Hughes
	Principal

	AIC-(NFPA 90A)
	Stanley D. Kahn
	Principal

	EEW-(NFPA 70E)
	John Luke
	Principal

	EEW-AAA
	Jerry Rivera
	Alternate

	NEC-TCC
	Stanley Folz
	Principal

	NEC-TCC
	Larry Cogburn
	Alternate

	PMM-(NFPA 72, 730, 731)
	Tom Smith
	Principal

	ANSI C2 (NESC)
	Leo Davis
	Principal

	ANSI C2 Subcommittee 7

Underground Lines
	Monte Szendre
	Principal

	ANSI C2 Subcommittee 8

Work Rules
	Steve Poholski
	Principal


Committee Goals – John Gueldner

President Ferry requested that each NECA standing committee establish goals for 2009. Chair Gueldner reported that the NECA Codes and Standards Committee goals for 2009 were presented to the executive committee at the January meeting. Chair Gueldner discussed how the many goals and responsibilities of the Code and Standards committee are predetermined during the NEC development cycle. The 2011 NEC development process started in January 2009 with the Report on Proposals (ROP) meeting in Hilton Head, SC and will continue with the Report on Comments (ROC) meeting in December of 2009. 
Chair Gueldner explained the importance of training our successors on the committee and implementing a more concerted effort in succession planning. The recent challenges at to maintain NECA representation on each CMP hearing at the ROP meeting in Hilton Head demonstrated a need to appoint NECA alternates on each of the NEC committees in the 2014 NEC cycle. The committee discussed the impact this would have on the Standards and Safety budget. The committee also discussed the idea of developing a Code manpower pool in the next cycle. A motion was made by Michael Smith and seconded by Harry Sassaman to appoint a NECA Principal and Alternate representative to each NEC Code-making panel in the 2014 cycle. The vote showed consensus and unanimous committee support for this motion. This action would affect the 2012 Standards and Safety budget. Chair Gueldner will provide an update and recommendation to the Executive committee in June, 2009.
Another goal set for the committee was to assist the national office in developing Code-based and other related Webinars. Committee members can provide key input to the development of these training programs. This process is already underway, with the first webinar already was completed in December, 2008. Michael Johnston also updated the committee about new NEC-based and Safety-based webinars developed and presented by NECA through the National office. Several webinars are planned for 2009.  Johnston indicated that he will be co-authoring the NJATC 2011 NEC Significant Changes textbook which is used by JATCs and NECA contractors for Code update training courses. 
NEC Panel (CMP) Reports

A report was provided from each NEC CMP representative as to changes proposed and significant events during the 2011 ROP meetings. A report and short discussion of the actions of Panels 1 through Panel 5 were provided by NECA representatives. These reports highlighted significant changes that were accepted or accepted in principle by their respective NEC committees. The information is used in developing timely articles for EC Magazine and will be important for contributions to the 2011 NEC Significant Changes textbook production in 2010. 
2011 NEC Development Schedule:

ROP Meeting, Hilton Head, SC: January 11-24, 2009

ROC Meeting, Redondo Beach, CA, December 1-14, 2009

TCC Meeting, February 22-26, 2010

TCC Meeting, April 27-May 1, 2009

NFPA Annual Meeting 2009, Chicago, IL June 7-12, 2009

Intent to make a motion (ITMAM), May 7, 2010

NFPA Annual Meeting – June 2010, Las Vegas, NV
2011 NEC Proposals and Comments

Michael Johnston addressed Code proposals submitted by NECA for the 2011 NEC cycle. While it is understood that each committee member acts as they see fit on any proposals or comments, Johnston reminded the group of the value of committee consensus on more difficult and political issues. The NECA C & S committee can provide guidance to technical committee members for positions to take on critical issues that arise in the Code development process. The main objective is to establish consistency and act in the best interest of the electrical contractor (installers and maintainers) when voting on the proposals and comments. Johnston also spoke about the importance of communication and relationships with multiple organizations in the code-making process. The committee expressed interest in a more collective effort to develop proposals and comments from NECA National.
Lunch Break 12:00 – 1:00 pm

Guest Speaker from NFPA
Mark Earley, Senior Electrical Engineer gave a presentation about current NFPA activities. Mark provided the committee with valuable insight about the NEC process, regulations governing committee projects, and issues of NEC adoption by jurisdictions. Some jurisdictions are being pressured by the Home Builders Associations to delete the new requirements as they consider adopting the latest edition of the NEC.  
Committee members provided input to clarify specific issues to new committee members. A brief review of other NFPA Electrical documents was provided. The NFPA Codes and Standards development is an ANSI accredited consensus process. The NECA Codes and Standards Committee expressed an idea of changing the NEC development cycle from a 3-year cycle to a 5-year cycle. Mark Earley provide reasons for remaining a 3-year and the Committee provided reasons for changing it to 5-year. NFPA is the owner and publisher.

Code-Making Panel (CMP) Reports (continued)

Committee reports continued with discussions from CMP-6 through 19 and the TCC report was provided by Stan Folz. Bruce Shelly (CMP-15) asked the committee for input on Proposal 15-78 which dealt with allowing MC cables for wiring of emergency circuits in hospitals. The full committee showed support of Bruce’s position to continue to reject this proposal.

NFPA 70E Committee on Electrical safety in Employee Workplaces
John Luke serves as NECA’s Principal on the NFPA 70E committee and Jerry Rivera was recently appointed to NFPA 70E as the alternate representative to Luke. Luke provided a high-level review of significant changes to NFPA 70E-2009. Specific emphasis was placed on requirements for training and equipment labeling requirements.
[Committee Meeting (Day 1) concluded at approximately 4:45 pm]
Day 2 Friday, February 21, 2009
Committee Goals (Continued)

Chair Gueldner opened day 2 with a continued discussion about the importance of committee goals for 2009. The committee discussed developing NECA guidelines for committee members so that new members have a clear understanding of the responsibilities and work involved by each member. The uniqueness of NECA Codes and Standards Committee representatives is that they are also assigned to technical committees that require attendance and participation when a particular code or standard is being developed or revised. This is the main reason that the NECA C&S committee representatives have longer terms on the committee. Michael Johnston indicated that guidelines could be developed for the committee members and available to potential new committee members. This request is being treated as an action item for the NECA Standards and Safety Group.    
National Electrical Safety Code (NESC)
Monte Szendre and Steve Poholski are NECA’s representatives on the NESC. Steve Poholski combined the report on activities in the NESC. Utilities restricted from building their systems on private property as a result of the changes in 90.2. TIA in the process of being thought out. Johnston reported that the NESC is in the process of being revised and the group had a short discussion about the work of an NEC/NESC Task Group that focuses on alignment of the scopes of these two standards. The key issues being addressed center around the service point location and establishing applicability of the NESC or other applicable regulations on the supply side of the service point and NEC application on the load side of the service point. 

Michael Johnston mentioned that CMP-1 has rejected the 2011 NEC proposals to restore the words “or by other agreements” to Section 90.2(B)(5)(b). The concern of CMP-1 relates to possibilities of portions of electrical installations being left not covered by any rules in either the NEC or the NESC. CMP-1 discussed that it was not about who did the work (utility of private contractors), the issue is related to which rules apply. CMP-1 is concerned that there would be abuse of such an exemption in the NEC that would leave installations not covered by the NEC, when they should be. 

NFPA 72 National Fire Alarm Code

Tom Smith provided a presentation that explained how the revisions of NFPA 72 impact electrical contractors. Tom specifically reviewed a new chapter 12 (emergency communications systems) and new chapter 13 (Path Interconnectivity) Path way meaning circuits. Tom offered this presentation to committee members for their information.
Review of NECA standing Policy Statements (3 and 9)

NECA’s standing policy (3) regarding Code adoption and legislation at the state and local level provides information related to NECA’s support of NEC adoption and amendments. NECA’s Standing Policy (9) includes information about the NECA positions on electrical inspection and the role of Code enforcement to the electrical industry. A copy of NECA’s Standing Policy Statements was provided to each of the NECA committee members in attendance. The committee voted to recommend to the NECA Board of Governors reaffirming standing policies 3 and 9. Michael Johnston and Dan Walter provided the committee with an overview and progress on the development of a new Standing policy on Safety currently in draft form.
Future Codes and Standards Committee Meeting Locations

The Codes and Standards Committee meeting in 2010 will be held in Las Vegas, NV in conjunction with the NFPA Annual Meeting. NECA chairs are expected to attend the NFPA Annual meeting in 2010 to report on the 2011 NEC final development actions. Aidan McCallion and Michael Johnston presented information about possible three meeting places to select from for the 2011 Codes and Standards Committee meeting. The committee favored Naples, FL for 2011 with LaJolla, CA as a close a second possibility for 2012. As an action item, NECA staff will work on coordination of the 2010 and 2011 Codes and Standards Committee meetings.

Old Business/New Business

Bruce Shelly brought up marketing techniques used in 2008 for the NEIS. Various committee members discussed how the NEIS provide value to the industry and had specific comments about the use at their local levels. 
Closing Remarks 
Chair Gueldner thanked the committee for the continued efforts in the codes and standards work on behalf of NECA. He reminded the committee about the NECA convention in Seattle, WA as our next committee breakfast meeting. 
Secretary Johnston also thanked the group for their unselfish support of the NEC process and the work done for other codes and standards where NECA is represented. Johnston reminded the group about submitting any additional information related to their committee work to the national office for support and guidance as needed. He also indicated that an additional request would be forthcoming for additional information about NEC changes that were accepted at this early stage in the development process. The reports would be requested in June, 2009. 
The meeting was adjourned on Friday, February 21st at approximately 10:00 am PST.

Respectfully Submitted by:

Michael Johnston
Executive Director, Standards & Safety
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